
Socialism 2021: Overcoming the Multiple
Crises of Capitalism

The Socialism conference is back! Parti Sosialis Malaysia (PSM) and key left parties
from Southeast Asia and Australia will be hosting their bi-ennial International conference
virtually, which will be held over two weekends, 27-28 Nov & 4-5 Dec 2021. This
conference acts as an important platform to analyze international politics, imperialism,
capitalism, worker struggles, climate change, gender, and much more from a socialist
perspective.

PSM made a breakthrough in Malaysian politics at a period when any discussion of
Socialism was considered taboo. There had been no other outlets publicly discussing
left political ideas since the successful crackdown on left progressive organizations in
the 1960s and 1970s. The first Socialism Conference, Socialism 2005 reintroduced
left-wing political concepts into mainstream politics. Socialism Malaysia has piqued the
attention of left-wing groups and individuals searching for political alternatives in Asia
since its start in 2005.

For the first time, this year's Socialism Conference is jointly organised by Socialist
Workers Thailand, Partido Lakas ng Masa (PLM) Philippines, Socialist Alliance
Australia, Partai Rakyat Pekerja (PRP) Indonesia and Kesatuan Perjuangan Rakyat
(KPR) Indonesia.

This year’s Socialism 2021 is a not-to-be-missed conference as it will include a variety
of prominent international speakers discussing various topics from a socialist viewpoint
and why it offers a legitimate alternative to today's neoliberal capitalism.



Amongst the key speakers who will share their ideas in Socialism 2021 are;

a) Vijay Prashad, an Indian historian, and journalist. Prashad is the author of thirty
books, including Washington Bullets, Red Star Over the Third World, The Darker
Nations: A People's History of the Third World and The Poorer Nations: A
Possible History of the Global South. He is the Chief Correspondent for
Globetrotter and a Columnist for Frontline (India). He is the Chief Editor of
LeftWord Books (New Delhi). Vijay is the director of the TriContinental Institute.

b) Walden Bello is currently the International Adjunct Professor of sociology at the
State University of New York at Binghamton and Co-Chairperson of the
Bangkok-based research and advocacy institute Focus on the Global South. He
is the author or co-author of 25 books, received the Right Livelihood Award (also
known as the Alternative Nobel Prize) in Stockholm in 2003 for his work showing
the negative impact of corporate-driven globalization, was named Outstanding
Public Scholar by the International Studies Association in San Francisco in 2008,
and is currently active in opposing the anti-human rights policies of the
administration of President Rodrigo Duterte.

c) Reihana Mohideen is a long-term socialist and feminist activist. She has written
several articles and programmatic documents on feminism and socialism. She is
a scientist and author of the recently published book ‘Women and the Energy
Revolution in Asia'. She is a National Council member of the Partido Lakas ng
Masa, and the head of the PLM International Committee.

d) Sam Wainwright, Socialist Alliance co-convenor, Fremantle City Councillor,
Australia

e) Melanie Wery-Sims, executive committee of Die Linke, Germany

f) Saleh Moslem, a member of the co-presidency council of the Democratic Union
Party (PYD) in the Autonomous Administration of North & East Syria/Rojava

g) Adam Hanieh, School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of
London

.. and many more

https://independentmediainstitute.org/globetrotter/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://mayday.leftword.com/


This year's Socialism 2021 Conference will have 9 panel sessions, 4 keynote speeches,
featuring 32 prominent speakers, aiming to offer a forum for the discussion of current
global and regional problems that impact the majority of people. The world is hungry for
true political alternatives, so PSM is tackling a number of hot themes this year. Key
concerns that threaten the political atmosphere and the stability of nations will be
examined in these sessions:

a) SOCIALISM 2021: OVERCOMING THE MULTIPLE CRISES OF CAPITALISM-
How is the socialist movement responding to the capitalistic system and what
challenges does it face in winning broad mass support for a socialist alternative?

b) Building An Equitable Health Care System for the 21st Century- How do we
achieve universal healthcare for all against the challenges of austerity, privatized
healthcare, medical tourism, and more?

c) Dictatorship, fascism and authoritarianism: challenging the far-right today-
Taking a look at experiences in Myanmar, Thailand, Philippines, etc.

d) Capitalism’s Economic Crises: People vs Profit- What solutions can socialists
put forward to change this paradigm?

e) Fighting for gender equality– socialist feminist perspectives

f) Revolutionary unionism: Uniting the socialists and unions for a workers’
fightback- How effective are today’s trade unions in representing the interests of
the working class? What are the challenges in uniting the working-class
movements and the struggles they face in their countries?

g) Colonialism in the 21st Century and the Struggles for Self-Determination-
The lingering hand of colonialism in the 21st Century in relation to the democratic
struggles of movements fighting for their right to self-determination and the
position and role of socialism in this struggle. Speakers will elaborate on the
struggle for self-determination in Kashmir, Palestine, and West Papua.

h) Rojava Revolution: feminism, self-determination and popular power

i) The Climate Crisis: Why Green Capitalism Cannot Save Us- Climate change
is one of the most pressing issues facing the world today, and why capitalism’s
green capitalism is not a solution. Learn more about eco-socialist alternatives
and how climate justice can be achieved for all.



j) Imperialist geo-politics and the role of China today- The United States is
escalating its geopolitical maneuvers in global affairs to boost US imperialism’s
weakening hegemony. The session will also cover the character of China today
and its role in the South China Sea.

k) The Agrarian Question in the Socialist Transition- The impact of capitalist
penetration into agriculture and the struggle for and distribution/nationalization,
food security/sovereignty, etc. How can the agrarian and peasant movements
help to achieve a successful socialist revolution at the national level? We will
have speakers from India, sharing their experience of the enormous farmers’
struggle there against the three farm laws.

l) Challenges faced in the  transition to Socialism – Latin America and Cuba

m) The Left and Elections: Contradictions and Challenges- The experiences and
challenges faced by the Left when participating in elections; the compromises in
electoral alliances, the formation of united fronts, the lessons learned, and how
the intervention in electoral politics can contribute to the struggle of socialism.

The Socialism 2021 Conference will end with a virtual closing rally and a Joint
Declaration by the organizing political parties.

Socialism 2021 will take place virtually through Zoom and is open for registration now.
Please check out our event page at https://socialismconf.org/ for more details.

END

For more information, please contact Secretary General, A.Sivarajan at +60102580455
Email:sivarajan.a@gmail.com or amanda.louis2000@gmail.com
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